
Questions or inquiries about special group tours? Please contact Park Rangers at 
(619) 235-5935.  

The City of San Diego 

Balboa Park Administration Building 

2125 Park Blvd.  

San Diego, CA 92101 

Phone number: (619) 235-1100 

www.sandiego.gov 

EVENTS 

    If you are interested in 

having a special event or an 

outdoor wedding in Presidio 

Park, please call the Permit 

Center at (619) 235-1169.  

    You can also visit the 

following website to view 

availability and options:  

 

www.sandiego.gov/park-

and-recreation/general-

info/bestsites.shtml. 

 

F O R  Y O U R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

 

 

SERRA MUSEUM 

The Serra Museum has 

been managed by the San 

Diego Historical Society 

since opening its doors in 

1929.  

For general information 

about the Serra Museum 

and programs, please call 

(619) 297-3258.  

To arrange private func-

tions at the Serra Museum 

or loggia, please call the 
Site Rental Coordinator at 619-232-6203 extension 109. 

Website: www.sandiegohistory.org  

“ W e  e n r i c h  l i v e s  t h r o u g h  q u a l i t y   
p a r k s  a n d  p r o g r a m s ”  

2727 Presidio Drive 

Open to the public:        

Mon. - Fri:  11am—3pm 

Sat. & Sun:  

10am-4:30pm 

AS A RECIPIENT OF FEDERAL FUNDS, THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO CANNOT DISCRIMINATE AGAINST ANYONE ON THE BASIS OF 
RACE, COLOR, CREED, SEX, AGE, NATIONAL ORIGIN OR ANCESTRY, RELIGION, PREGNANCY, PHYSICAL OR MENTAL DISABIL-

ITY, VETERAN STATUS, MARITAL STATUS, MEDICAL CONDITION, GENDER (TRANSSEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER), SEXUAL 
ORIENTATION, AS WELL AS ANY OTHER CATEGORY PROTECTED BY FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL LAWS. IF ANYONE BELIEVES 
HE OR SHE HAS BEEN DISCRIMINATED AGAINST, HE OR SHE MAY FILE A COMPLAINT ALLEGING THE DISCRIMINATION WITH 
EITHER THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT [CONTACT DISTRICT MANAGER (619) 235-1124] OR 
THE OFFICE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240. THIS INFORMATION 

IS AVAILABLE IN ALTERNATIVE FORMATS UPON REQUEST. PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER. 

 Presidio Park has two gen-
tlemen quietly standing by while we 
stroll the grounds, hurry about our 
business or zoom through the park. 
Sometimes these two are noticed and 
appreciated, sometimes they are 
seen but not noticed. 
 Both are located very near 
the Serra Museum, but are often 
missed. These two men are actually 
bronze sculptures created by Arthur 
Putnam. 
 In 1903, Arthur Putman
(1873-1930) sculpted “The Indian” 
and “The Friar” under commission 
from the newspaper mogul Edward W. 
Scripps, when Putman was only 23 
years old. Mr. Scripps had requested 
five larger-than-life figures depicting 
life of the earliest occupants of South-
ern California. Unfortunately only 
three of these were ever created. And 
two of them are right here in Presidio 
Park. 
 These magnificent sculp-
tures came to Presidio Park from their 
original home on the Scripps property 
in 1933, and have stood watch here 
ever since. 
 Arthur Putnam was born in 
Mississippi but moved with his wid-
owed mother to San Diego as a young 

man to 
help with 
the lemon 
farm she 
had pur-
chased in 
what is 
now La 
Mesa. He 

had many jobs including as a surveyor 
for the local Mesa Dam. A love of 
academics never developed in young 
Arthur, but a love of the outdoors did. 
He spent 
most of his 
time outside 
watching and 
observing the 
natural world, 
especially 
wildlife. Later, 
he lived in 
San Francisco 
learning from 
local and international artists, includ-
ing Auguste Rodin. 
 Much of his work is indeed 
depictions of wildlife. However, he is 
famous for other fascinating charac-
ters also. For example, his “Mermaid” 
dominated a main plaza in the San 
Francisco Worlds Fair of 1915 for 
millions to see. 
 In fact, his time in San Fran-
cisco has been described as his Bo-
hemian era. But in spite of the crea-
tive time spent in San Francisco, he 
certainly missed his home town of 
San Diego and his friends there. He 
once wrote in a poem,  

I’m tired and sore 
of old town 

no face so good to see, 
as the faces I left 

so far away 
in a little town 

by the sea. 
It seems only appropriate that two of 
his major works would stand guard, in 
Presidio Park, in that little town by the 
sea.  

Where is that? 

The Friar 
 

The Indian 
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SPECIAL POINTS 

OF INTEREST: 

(look for answers inside) 

H I S T O R I C A L  H I G H L I G H T :   
T H E  I N D I A N  A N D  T H E  F R I A R  



P R E S I D I O  P A R K  R A N G E R - L E D  T O U R S  

     Join a Park Ranger every second Sunday of 
the month for a free tour of Presidio Park. 

The Ranger will discuss the history of Presi-
dio Park and its relevance to the area, horti-
culture, archeology and more. All designed to 

give you a greater understanding and 
appreciation of this beautiful park. 

Please meet outside the entrance of the 
Serra Museum at 1pm.     

Page 2 
P R E S I D I O  P A R K  R A N G E R  R E P O R T  

F E A T U R E D  A N I M A L :    C O Y O T E  

cans under the cover of night or cov-
ertly making their way down city 
streets near their canyon homes. 

Coyote’s might reside in Presidio Park. 
The Ranger has made several sightings 
over several years, but they’re gone 
quick and wont be studied easily. Will 
you see one? 

Presidio Park is filled with wild animals. Here 
you can find the protective Red-Tailed Hawk, 
the brave Alligator Lizard, the sly Gopher 
Snake, the purposeful Tarantula, and the elu-
sive Coyote. Coyotes can be found here, and 
that certainly surprises some people. However, 
the truth is that coyotes are more adaptable to 
human activities than the wolf and are far 
more capable in the wild than the domesticated 
dog.  

Coyotes range almost the entire North-
American continent into Mexico and parts of 
Central America.  

The coyote’s adaptability to human behavior is 
why they flourish in the urban environment. 
They can be seen rummaging through trash  

previous to the European settlements of North 
America, was instrumental to European com-

merce , due to the vast quantity of timber as well 
as the resin found within the tree. Interestingly, 

today in the Canary Islands, the needles are used 
to pack bananas, which are grown commercially. 
These Pines in Presidio should be respected and 
appreciated. You can find many of them lining 
Cosoy Way at the “top” of the park. They date 

back to the park’s founding. 

This Canary Island na-
tive is a towering exam-

ple of grandeur. As a 
native to the West Afri-
can Island chain it flour-
ishes well in Southern 
California. Why? Be-
cause the climates are 
so similar. Here in Presidio Park, 

these magnificent pines tower above 
the grassy lawns. Most have 

reached heights nearing 100 feet 
making them about 80 years old. 

It is probable that Kate Sessions, the 
“mother of Balboa Park” herself, 

was instrumental in bringing these 
pines to Presidio Park in the 1920”s.  

Historically, the Canary Island Pine, 

F E A T U R E D  P L A N T :  C A N A R Y  I S L A N D  P I N E  

Photography: The Scenery 
Presidio Park must be one of 

the loveliest places in the City. 
Filled with beautiful vistas and 

colorful scenes. 

 

CURRENT VOLUNTEERS 

Stein Education Centers: 

     
This volunteer group pro-
vides litter abatement 4 
times a week throughout 
the park and their help is 

greatly appreciated. 

 
Presidio Plant ID. Project: 

 
The project continues to 

move forward...having just 
passed one year’s worth of 
work. Much has been ac-
complished yet there is 
much to do. A special 
thanks to our “core” 

group!....stay tuned….. 

• Smoking is not permitted in any of 

San Diego’s parks or beaches. 

• Please keep your park 
clean.  

• Do not stake anything into 

the ground.  No metal detectors. 

• Please do not feed the wildlife or 

chase them (i.e. Squirrels).  

• Camping in the park is not allowed.  

• Please stay on designated 

trails. People and pets are prohib-

ited off trail. Staying on the trail 

preserves the park. 

• Jump-for-Joys are not permitted. 

• Dogs must be leashed at 

all times. 

O T H E R  I N T E R E S T I N G  I T E M S . . .   

H E L P F U L  H I N T S  
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HOW TO VOLUNTEER  

Please call the Park 

Rangers Office at:  

(619) 235-5935 

PLEASE BE ADVISED 

Artists capturing Presidio 

Park’s beauty. 

 

Where is that? 
 

The Friar 
 

Look to the ocean 
from the Serra, near 
the Cross of Ruins—

avoid the cars 

 

 

The Indian 
 

Watching you enter on 
Presidio Drive, his 

back to the river—NNW 
from the Friar 

 

 

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST:(answers) 

Young ladies of the Academy of Our 
Lady of Peace pose for a group photo 
after their hard work (Palm Canyon). 

Academy of Our Lady of Peace 
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